
  This week’s Coach of the Week is 
Keota Junior High Girls Basketball 
Coach Jenny Hobbs. Ms. Hobbs is 
really looking forward to seeing 
how much the team can improve 
and grow this season. She wants 

this team to improve on fundamen-
tals, like jumping to the ball, boxing 
out, and proper shooting form the 
most. 
 Her ultimate goal for this season 
would be to have each individual be 
better at the fundamentals and 
have confidence in themselves. Her 
motto is, “There are no shortcuts 
to championships.” She’s been 
coaching basketball for 30 years 
and shows no sign of stopping. 
She says the thing she likes most 
about this sport is “you have to be 
a student of the game to be good 
and you can see so much improve-
ment.” She coaches this sport be-
cause she loves the intensity and 
excitement of basketball. 
 We look forward to watching 
Hobbs coach this season and in fu-
ture seasons!
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BY BERGEN DALTON

BLAST 
FROM THE 

PAST
BY FRANKIE JOHNSON

HOW WILL SENIORS 
RESPOND THE SECOND

TIME AROUND?
 Each week, we ask a 
senior the same question 
they were asked for the 
Question of the Week 
when they were in 7th 
grade. Let’s see how their 
responses have changed 
over the years...

Matthew Hyman
Q: Who is the most 

talkative or quiet person
in your class?

7th:
A: “Frankie 
Johnson is 
the quiet 
person in 
our class.” 

12th: 
 “June Daing 

is the loudest 
person in our 

class.”

JH GIRLS BASKETBALL

 Franchesca Morgan Johnson, 
also known as “Frankie” or 
“Frank the Tank” was born on 
October 24, 2000, to par-
ents Melia and Noland Johnson. 
Frankie’s siblings include her 
older sister Maddy and younger 
brother Max. Frankie admires 
her parents for their positive 
outlook on life, their respect for 
others, and how they don’t wor-
ry about how others view them. 
 Frankie’s favorite fam-
ily tradition was “Coady Cousin 
Camp,” where all of her cousins 
got together for a day and did 
fun activities like swimming, 
grilling, shooting BB guns, and 

having scavenger hunts.
 Frankie’s favorite childhood 
memory occurred when she was 
just four years old, when she was 
found in Keota walking towards 
the church, naked and covered 
in chalk with her cousins. Her 
favorite elementary teacher 
was her preschool teacher, Mrs. 
Helmig, because she was very 
kind and made learning fun. Her 
childhood dream job was to be-
come a photographer when she 
grew up. 
 When Frankie was younger, 
her responsibilities at home 
consisted of babysitting and 
housekeeping. These responsi-
bilities taught her the value of 
money and to balance her time.  
Frankie’s proudest accomplish-
ment is being selected to at-
tend the Global Youth Institute 
last year.
 Frankie has been involved in 
numerous extracurricular ac-
tivities, including volleyball, 
basketball, cross country, golf, 
4-H, County Council, Student 
Council, National Honors 
Society, speech, EagleRock!, 
band, and chorus. Out of her 
many extracurricular activities,  
she has enjoyed 4-H County 
Council the most, because it 
has given her a chance to get 

out of her comfort zone and 
meet new people.
 Frankie’s favorite high school 
class has been Personal Finance, 
taught by Mr. Nederhoff. She 
enjoyed it because it was fun 
and it gave her a chance to be 
creative. However, she thinks 
speech has prepared her most 
for her future because it has 
helped her with her public 
speaking skills. 
 When not working hard in 
school or being involved in ex-
tracurricular activities, Frankie 
enjoys her free time by hanging 
with friends, watching movies, 
running, or relaxing.
 After graduation, Frankie 
plans on attending Iowa State 
University and double majoring 
in Public Relations and Event 
Planning. She hopes to attain a 
job in Public Relations for a non-
profit organization. Her hard 
work, organization, and drive to 
succeed will take her far. Frankie 
chose Iowa State University for 
her love of the campus. She de-
cided to go into Public Relations 
and Event Planning because of 
her love for public speaking and 
the enjoyment she gets from 
planning and organizing events. 
Frankie found her love for event 
planning and public speaking 

through her involvement in 4-H. 
The goals Frankie wishes to ac-
complish in the future include 
working for an organization 
that benefits others, starting 
a family, and living a life she is 
proud of.
 Frankie has enjoyed her years 
at KHS and says she will miss 
the comfort of the small town 
atmosphere. If she could go 
back and do it all over again, 
Frankie says she wouldn’t 
change anything. She hopes to 
be remembered as a positive 
and happy person who was al-
ways willing to talk to anyone. 
Classmate Bergen Dalton said, 
“I will miss her funny comments 
the most.” Frankie’s advice for 
future KHS seniors is to not 
worry too much about the lit-
tle things and to enjoy making 
memories at KHS.
 We wish Frankie the best of 
luck in her future!

“TANK” IS TRUCKING TOWARD HER FUTURE

BY  PAIGE MINARD

 Pictured above are the members of the 2018-19 Keota Junior High Girls 
Basketball team. In the back row are the 8th graders. From left to right, they are: 
Taylor Garman, Macie McDonald, Dulaney Clubb, Nicole Clarahan, and Heaven Steege. 
In the front row are the 7th graders. From left to right, they are: Madison Scott, 
Jacey Berg, Emily Sheetz, Emma Hammes, Clarissa Luerkens, and Mikala Baughman. 
The teams are coached by Ms. Hobbs. Photo courtesy of Swanson Photography. 

              

QUESTION 
OF THE WEEK
BY TRISTAN SYPHERD

WHICH CONSOLE DO 
YOU PREFER: XBOX ONE

OR PS4?

BRANDEN HYMAN
12TH 

MR. MCCOMBS
STAFF

JD STOUT
 11TH

BRADY DUWA
10TH

CALEB WATERHOUSE
8TH

CONNER STRAND
 7TH

“XBOX ONE” “PS4”  “XBOX ONE” “XBOX ONE”“XBOX ONE” “PS4” 

COLTON CLARAHAN
9TH

“PS4”

JUNK
OR

JEWEL

 This week’s Junk or Jewel is Aaliyah 
Heldman’s 2003 Mazda Protege. This 
car was passed down to Aaliyah two 
years ago. She says it currently has 
110,000 miles on it and it gets 25 
miles to the gallon. Some of her radio 
presets are 102.9, 99.7, and 96.5. 
When I asked her who rides with her the 
most, she said Addie Swanson. Aaliyah 
travels most to Washington and she can 
fit five people in her car. Aaliyah said that 
her name for her car is “The Mazda” be-
cause that’s what her friends call it. She 
says she has both good and bad memo-
ries with this car, but the only speciality 
her car has is that it still runs. So now 
it’s time for you to decide. Is Aaliyah’s 
Mazda Protege a Junk or Jewel?

BY TREY CARLSON

HOMECOMING
DRESS UP 

DAYS
BY BERGEN DALTON

 Homecoming is quickly approach-
ing! Homecoming week will be Jan. 
21-25. Homecoming week is a time 
when students can get creative and 
have fun. One thing that students 
do each year for Homecoming week is 
have a dress-up theme for each day 
of Homecoming week. On the Monday 
of Homecoming week, the dress-up 
theme is Medical ‘Mergency Monday 
(fake injury day). Tuesday will be 
Teacher Look Alike Day. Wednesday 
will be Country vs. Country Club Day. 
On Thursday, the high school will have 
their Anything Goes event, so each 
class will have their own dress-up 
theme that they will decide on for 
the day. Friday will be Spirit Day, 
where students will fill the school 
with purple and gold to support the 
basketball teams that will be playing 
that evening. We hope to see all the 
students dressed up and enjoying 
Homecoming week!

COACH OF THE WEEK

BY BRANDEN HYMAN

ATHLETE OF 
THE WEEK

BY JILLIAN SCHULTE

 Austin Waterhouse is this week’s 
Athlete of the Week. Austin is a se-
nior this year and is in his fourth year 
of playing basketball in high school. He 
also played in junior high and has al-
ways loved playing basketball. Austin 
is currently a starting guard on the 
boys varsity basketball team. He says 
his motto this year is “Full Send!!!”
 This season Austin is looking for-
ward to winning with his team and “get-
ting dubs.” He also says that along with 
winning he is also hoping to improve his 
free throw skills this year. He says his 
ultimate goal is to go to State. 
 Austin’s favorite moment so far 
this year was when Brady Duwa tried 
to dunk during practice and he got 
blocked by the rim. Austin thought 
that this was very funny and the whole 
team got a good laugh. 
 We wish Austin the best of luck this 
season and we hope he continues to get 
dubs with his team!

EAGLEROCK! KICKS OFF CONTEST SEASON

  EagleRock! will open their contest season at West Branch on Saturday, Jan. 12, followed by hosting State Show Choir in 
Keota on Monday, Jan. 28.

 The 2018-2019 season has 
officially started and EagleRock! 
is getting ready to compete at 
West Branch for their first com-
petition. EagleRock! performs at 
West Branch on Saturday, Jan. 
12 at 10:20 a.m. 
 Their performance showcases 
June Daing and Jaydin Boer as the 
soloists for their opener “Faith,” 
Lauren Imhoff and Justin Moeller 
as the duet duo for their ballad 
“Dream Small,” Taylor Conrad 
and Trey Carlson in “Bad Case of 
Loving You,” and Anna Duwa in the 
closer, “I’m Still Standing.”
 As the season continues, 
Keota High School hosts State 
Show Choir 2019 with seven 
schools coming: Williamsburg, 
West Branch, Central Lee, Albia, 
Keota, Moravia, and Clear Creek 
Amana. State Show Choir will 
be held  at Keota High School on 
Monday, Jan. 28. The program will 
begin at 5 p.m., with Moravia per-
forming first. We wish EagleRock! 
good luck in their upcoming sea-
son.

BY TRISTAN SYPHERD

 FFA Sub-Districts will take place in Williamsburg on Feb. 18, 2019. Keota has four students competing: Joe Swanstrom in Job Interview, Cooper Sieren in Reporter’s 
Scrapbook, Carson Sprouse in Secretary’s book, and Caden Sprouse in Secretary’s book. We hope they do well so they can move on to Districts, which will take place 
March 9, 2019 in Lone Tree. Best of luck to these FFA students.
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FFA SUB-DISTRICTS COMING UP

BY JUSTIN MOELLER


