
SENIOR SPOTLIGHT: ERIN CHALUPA

	 Pictured above is the 2016-17 Keota High School Student Council. From left to right, back to front, they are: Cole Stout (President), 
Marty Baker (11), J.D. Stout (9), Lexi Black (11), Jillian Schulte (10), Jamie Schulte (9), Baylei McClelland (12), Bianca Cardona (12), 
Anna Duwa (9), Addison Sprouse (10), Frankie Johnson (10), Lauren Imhoff (10), and Erin Chalupa (12). Not pictured : Kylea Tinnes (12), 
Riley Conrad (11), Luke Greiner (11), and Taylor Conrad (9).

	 This week’s Athlete of the Week 
is Jack Eakins. Jack plays tight 
end and safety for the Cobras. He 
is looking forward to seeing how far 
they can go as a team. As a team, 
Jack says they are trying to im-
prove on working together. He says 
their team motto is what they say 
when they break their huddle: “fam-
ily.”  Jack’s favorite part of football 
is playing under the lights. His ulti-
mate goal would be to win a state 
title.  One of his funniest moments 
is when Cole Brenneman brought a 
pizza oven to the Simpson camp. 
We look forward to watching Jack 
play the rest of the year and wish 
him the best of luck.

BY JACE UPHOLD

	 Erin Renae Chalupa, also called 
“Ernie” and “Earnest” by her dad, 
was born May 15, 1999. Her par-
ents are Nate and Anne Chalupa. 
Erin admires her parents for their 
ability to put their problems and 
concerns aside to make sure their 
children are happy. Erin states, “I’m 
very thankful for that.” Erin also 
has three siblings: an older brother, 
Ryan, who is 18, and twin brother 
and sister, Jace and Izzi, who are 9.
	 Erin has loved growing up on a 
farm outside of small town Keota. 
When asked what her favorite fam-
ily memory or vacation is, she re-
sponded, “I don’t really have a favor-

ite thing, because every 
time my whole family is 
together it’s enjoyable 
and memorable.” When 
she was younger, Erin 
hoped to one day be a 
babysitter. She says if 
she could still do that 
she would. As she grew 
up, she changed her mind 
and wanted to become 
a neonatal nurse, but 

ending up deciding she was scared 
of the negative parts of the career. 
Now after high school, Erin plans 
to attend Iowa State University to 
study Animal Science, because she 
grew up around farm animals and 
loves being around them.
	 When Erin was asked where she 
sees herself in 10 years she re-
sponded, “I see myself living on a 
farm with my husband and some 
type of Ag job, close to my parents, 
and maybe have one kid by then.”  
The quality she has that will help her 
reach her goals is the fact that she 
is very optimistic. Kylea Tinnes, fel-
low KHS senior, thinks she’ll reach 
her goals because Erin is “generally 

a sweet person, is always there for 
other people, and she lets her faith 
shine.” Three things Erin hopes to 
accomplish in her lifetime are finding 
a job she loves, marrying someone 
who loves God and farming as much 
as she does, and raising children on 
a farm close to other relatives.
	 While attending Keota, the ac-
complishment Erin is most proud of 
is her drive to get good grades. Erin 
has been involved in many extra-cur-
ricular activities, such as Speech, 
FFA, NHS, D.A.R.E., Silver Cord, 
fall plays, Student Council, Dance 
Team, SK Cheerleading, track, vol-
leyball, and basketball. When asked 
which one was her favorite, she an-
swered, “I love and benefit from all 
of the activities, but cheer is one 
my favorites because I can be my 
positive and happy self with less 
pressure than other sports. I also 
love FFA because it has taught me 
so much about my favorite thing, 
Agriculture.”
	 During high school, Erin has had 
many good memories, including 
cheering the boys on at State bas-
ketball. One thing Erin will never for-

get is singing and dancing around 
during business classes with 
Raigan, Mallory, and Kylea. She has 
also enjoyed all of her math classes, 
but the classes that have prepared 
her most for life have been Mrs. 
Amelon’s Ag classes because her fu-
ture revolves around Ag. Erin hopes 
she is remembered as a happy girl 
that was willing to help anyone. 
	 Erin’s advice to future KHS se-
niors is, “Don’t’ worry, it will all be 
good in the end.” We would like to 
wish Erin the best of luck in her fu-
ture in Ag.
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JUNK 
OR JEWEL

QUESTION OF
THE WEEK

BY AVERY CONRAD

WOULD YOU RATHER 
HAVE HAIR FOR 

TEETH OR TEETH FOR 
HAIR?

ANTHONY CAMPBELL
12TH 

MS. HOBBS
STAFF

LUKE GREINER
11TH

JUSTIN MOELLER
10TH

PAIGE MINARD
8TH

ROCHELLE GUTIERREZ
7TH

“TEETH FOR HAIR BECAUSE 
I WANT TO STILL BE ALBLE 

TO CHEW MY STEAK.”

“TEETH FOR HAIR BECAUSE 
IT WOULD BE EASIER TO 
EAT AND I EAT A LOT.”

“TEETH FOR HAIR SO I 
CAN EAT MY FOOD.”

“TEETH FOR HAIR BE-
CAUSE I WOULD LOOK 

COOL”

“HAIR FOR TEETH 
BECAUSE I LOVE 

WHALES”

“TEETH FOR HAIR BE-
CAUSE I COULD WEAR A 
HAT TO COVER IT UP.”

“HAIR FOR TEETH BECAUSE 
IT WOULD BE WEIRD TO 
HAVE TEETH FOR HAIR.”

AALIYAH HELDMAN
9TH

STUDENT COUNCIL EXCITED TO GET NEW YEAR STARTED

SCHOOL CALENDAR
	 Nov. 3: Fall Play – 7:30 PM
	 Nov. 4: FFA Meeting – 7:30 AM
	 Nov. 4: 8th grade to IHCC Career Day
	 Nov. 4: Football Quarterfinals
	 Nov. 4: ACT Registration Deadline 
for Dec. 10 Testing Date
	 Nov. 5: Fall Play – 7:30 PM
	 Nov. 7: No School – PD Day
	 Nov. 8: FFA Fruit Sale orders due
	 Nov. 9: Picture retakes 
	 Nov. 10: FFA Member & Family Soup 
Supper - Cafeteria - 6:30 PM
	 Nov. 10: School Board Meeting - 
Elem. Lib. - 6:30 PM
	 Nov. 12: Football Semi-Finals at UNI, 
Cedar Falls
	 Nov. 15: SICL Honor Band at HLV 
(Victor) - 7:00 PM
	 Nov. 15: JH Wrestling at HLV (Vic-
tor) - 4:15 PM
	 Nov. 16: Dismiss at 1:00 PM

BLAST FROM 
THE PAST

BY DYLAN BURGDORF

HOW WILL SENIORS 
RESPOND THE SECOND

TIME AROUND?
	 Each week, we ask a Senior 
the same question they were 
asked for the Question of the 
Week when they were in 7th 
grade. Let’s see how their 
responses have changed over 
the years...

Cole Stout
Q: What is one thing on your 

bucket list?

7th:
A: “To play

college 
basketball.”

12th: 
A: “To 

finish out my 
senior year of 
basketball and 
to win as many 

games as 
possible while 

having fun.”

FFA HAYRIDE

	 This week’s Junk or Jewel is J.D. 
Stout’s 2006 Blue Dodge Chrys-
ler Caravan. This hot rod van has 
240,000 miles on it and a V6 en-
gine. When I asked J.D. if he could 
name his van anything, he said, “I 
would name my van Jacob Wicken-
kamp.” J.D. says his car gets 20 
m.p.g. and he got it for free from 
the previous owner, Cole Stout. 
When I asked J.D. when he received 
the blue van, he replied, “today.” 
J.D. says that the specialties to 
the car are the many dents from 
Cole. Good memories that J.D. has 
are riding with his dad, and the only 
bad memories are when he rides 
with Cole. Now it’s time for you to 
decide, is this car junk or a jewel?

	 Student Council is now un-
derway with a new advisor and 
many fresh ideas. Mr. Jacobsen 
is the new advisor, putting a dif-
ferent spin on how the council is 

running. This year the Student 
Council plans to do two Highway 
Cleanups, Anything Goes, and 
set up the dress-up days. 
	 The Student Council is ex-
cited to keep bonding the stu-
dent body and to have Keota 

High School run with great lead-
ers and fun activities. Student 
Council is going to be trying some 
new things this year, changing 
things as it goes along. 
	 The first Highway Cleanup will 
be on Sunday, November 6th, 

making it the first activity the 
Council will be doing. 
	 As the year carries on, we hope 
to see great things from the 
Student Council and their new 
advisor!

BY BAYLEI MCCLELLAND

	 The Keota FFA Chapter kicked 
off the fall season with their 
annual hayride and cookout on 
Wed., Oct. 12. It was a chilly eve-
ning, but otherwise it was per-
fect weather for a hayride. The 
students ended their evening at 
the home of Dave and Michelle 
Hyman for a bonfire and hot dogs.
	 Pictured from left to right, 
back to front, are: (Back) Marty 
Baker, Jacob Moeller, Jonny 
Flanegan, Logan Sieren, Ben 
Shemanski, Cole Stout, Avery 

Conrad, Nolan Verstraete, and 
Bryce Greiner; (Middle) Dakota 
Detweiler, Anthony Westendorf, 
Grant Garman, Max Johnson, 
Kolton Strand, Raigan Sprouse, 
Addison Sprouse, Jillian 
Schulte, Erin Chalupa, Conner 
Woltering, and Carson Sprouse;  
(Front) Rochelle Gutierrez, 
Jaime Schulte, Frankie Johnson, 
Lauren Sieren, Patrick Clarahan, 
Joe Swanstrom, Cooper Sieren, 
Jolee Walker, Claire Jaeger, and 
Anna Duwa.


